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^ (57) Abstract: An electronic device having a function of setting its use limit. Various functions are mounted on the device by a 
hardware circuit or a computer program. For the functions, use is inhibited by setting the function limit flag to "1" . However, 
within the trial period, some functions can be used. Through the device, purchase of functions which can be tried is applied to a key 

VO issuer and the key issuer issues a release key to the device. The release key may be acquired from the key issuer through a mobile 
telephone terminal and transmitted to the device by infrared communication. In the device, the function limit flag is rewritten by 

^ the release key. When the actual number of trial days has reached the possible number of trial days, the CPU of the device does not 

V^Q execute the function the function limit flag of which is M l" . 
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